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Question Time: Time travel to future or past? 


If you had a time machine, when would you set it to? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Even if the possibility of actual time travel seems merely theoretical at best, 
it doesn’t mean we can’t ponder this tantalizing concept. So, we wanted to 
know: “If you had a time machine, but could only visit yourself in the future 
or the past, which would you choose and why?” We’re once again tweaking 


the Question Time format to allow for more answers this week. 


Past 


“Most definitely the past. Would tell myself to make some changes in life.” 


— Bryce Wood 


“The past so I prevent all the bad things from happening to me that 


happened.” — Stacy Lyn Cardwell 


“The past so I could tell myself to spend more time with my mother before 


she died.” — Sharon Whelan 


Future 

“The future so I can see how my children fare.” — Laura McGuire-Cone 
“The future. I want to see if I’m actually going to be there.” — Bobbie 
Crippen 


“The future so I would be there to see all of my grandchildren as adults. Life 
is so Short these days and it’s something to look forward to.” — Donald E. 


Aaron 


Our answers 


“Visiting the past is something I’d want to avoid on the personal level. I 
don’t want to create any paradoxes or anything like that. Bad news and I’d 
probably never get my eyes uncrossed from the resulting mess. Given that, 
I’d go into the future to see how I turn out if I ‘stay on the path I’m 
currently traveling on.’ If it turns out I’m heading toward disaster, whether 
it be minor or epic, I could then go back and make an educated guess about 


how to avoid disaster. But I’d possibly create a paradox and the space/time 


continuum would be royally jacked up and we’re back to being permantly 
crosseyed because of the resulting mess. So the bottom line is this: If you’re 
going to time travel, to the future or the past, just go and see the sights. Do 
not interact ... unles you really are the Doctor (from ‘Doctor Who’) and then 
just make up the bulk of the rules as you go along. Just don’t forget the 


sonic screwdriver.” — Quintin Harlan 


“To me, the only answer is the past. My explanation is like the Butterfly 
Effect. You have no way of knowing the ramifications of the decisions you’re 
making for yourself at 18 [years old] 10, 20 years down the road. With the 
foresight of what the future is like as a result of those decisions, you could 
pay your old self a visit and bestow that knowledge upon yourself. And, grab 
a Sports Almanac, hop in the DeLorean, and make a ton of money at the 


casinos.” — Josh Sigler 


“The past is clearly the answer. We’re all ‘time travelling’ to the future as it 
is, just very slowly. And say you saw the future and found out you died two 
weeks after you left the present? Would that not ruin the rest of what life 
you had left? I’ve long wished I could visit myself in the past and give the 
younger me a talking to. (And, like Josh said, some important betting tips.) 
Of course, there’s always the possibility this could backfire and send my life 
into an unforeseen tailspin a la the alternate Biff World in ‘Back to the 


Future Part II,’ but stepping into a time machine brings with it this risk. I’m 


ready to roll the dice.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


